
 

 

3’s STEAM LESSON PLANS (October 2026)                                                                                                    Teachers: Ms. Amy & Ms. Karen 

 10/2 

Let’s Explore: Leaf 

Detectives 

10/9 

Let’s Explore: Spider 

Webs 

10/16 

Chemical Reactions: 

Big Green Monster 

10/23 

Let’s Explore: Pumpkins 

10/30 

Mother’s Nature 

Program: Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle 

“STEAM 

Sparkles” 

(Fun Facts) 

*Leaves grow in the 

spring and fall off when 

the tree goes to sleep 

for winter.  

*Leaves have tiny veins 

that work like straws to 

carry water.  

*Leaves look green 

because of a special 

superpower juice inside 

them called chlorophyll. 

When the weather gets 

cold the green juice goes 

away and the hidden 

colors like red, orange 

and yellow pop out.  

 

*Spiders use webs 

like traps to catch 

food 

*Orb Webs (wheel 

web) look like bicycle 

wheels 

*Sheet Webs (blanket 

web) look like a flat 

white blanket 

stretched over grass 

or bushes. 

*Funnel Webs (ice 

cream cone web) look 

like cones/tunnels 

between grass/rocks. 

*Cobwebs (messy 

tangle) look like a 

messy pile of strings. 

*A chemical reaction 

is what happens when 

two things mix 

together and change 

into something new.  

*Making a gas- Baking 

soda (a base) and 

vinegar (an acid) are 

like 2 friends who get 

so excited to see each 

other that they make 

a gas called carbon 

dioxide. This is the 

same kind of air we 

breathe out.   

*Parts of a pumpkin- 

stem (connects the 

pumpkin to the vine), 

skin (rind), pulp, seeds, 

flesh. 

*Pumpkins can float 

*Pumpkins can grow 

bigger than a car and 

can be tiny enough to 

fit in your hand. 

 

 

*Reduce means “use 

less.” We can turn off 

the water while brushing 

our teeth. 

*Reuse means “use 

again”. We can use a 

washable water bottle 

vs. a plastic one or turn 

a cardboard box into a 

spaceship.  

Recycle means “make 

new”. We put plastic, 

paper, glass, and metal 

into a special bin so 

machines can make them 

into new supplies, toys, 

tools, etc. 
 

WELCOME  

CIRCLE/ 

STORY/ 

STEAM 

SPARKLES 

Weather/Welcome 

Song/STEAM Sparkles 

My Leaf Book by Monica 
Wellington 

Weather/Welcome 

Song/SS 

The Very Busy Spider 
by Eric Carle 

Weather/Welcome 

Song/SS 

Go Away, Big Green 
Monster by Ed 
Emberley  

Weather, Welcome 

Song/SS 

Five Little Pumpkins 

Rhyme 

Pumpkin, Pumpkin by 

Jeanne Titherington  

Weather, Welcome 

Song/SS 

Recycling is Fun by 

Charles Ghigna 

SMALL 

GROUP 

Discuss and explore 

different types of leaves 

Discuss and look at 

pictures of basic 

spider webs 

Balloon Big Green 

Monster  

Carve a pumpkin and 

uses senses to explore 

the parts of the 

pumpkin 

Group activity to sort 

Paper, Plastic, Glass  

STEAM 

CHALLENGE 

Build a leaf boat and see 

if it can carry something 

Can you make a spider 

toy move with 

magnetic force? 

What happens when 

you mix baking soda 

and vinegar? 

 

Can you build a gate to 

hold 5 little pumpkins? 

Can you work together 

to make recycled art?  

CENTERS * Use a magnifying glass 

to investigate leaves 

*Sort leaves by color, 

shape, size 

*Create leaf rubbings 

and paint with 

watercolors 

*Playdough leaf imprints 

*Build a tree structure 

with blocks to hold 

leaves 

 

*Magnifying station to 

look at toy spiders 

* Spider web tweezer 

game 

*Paper plate spider 

web painting 

*Sticky web  with pom 

poms/painters tape 

*Build with magnet 

blocks and toy spiders 

*Spider building with 

playdough  

* Ink blot art 

*Use loose parts  to 

build a friendly 

monster 

*Playdoh creations  

*Play tray with 

pipettes/droppers  

*Friendly monster  

sorting by color and 

size 

 

*Pumpkin exploration  

*Sink or float station 

with pumpkins and 

other objects from 

nature. 

*Make a pumpkin with 

playdough  

*Pumpkin sort 

*Pumpkin squeegee art 

*Trash to treasure art 

*Trash vs. Recycle 

sorting game 

*Sensory tray - use 

tweezers to sort “trash” 

and put it in the 

“trashcan”. 

*Sort paper, plastic, 

glass pictures for 

recycling.  

 

 

GROSS 

MOTOR 

We’re Going on a Leaf 

Hunt,  

Song: There’s a 

Spider on the Floor 

Roll-a-Movement 

Monster Dance 

Jack-o-lantern 

movement game 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

song with movement 

CLOSING Review “STEAM 

Sparkles.”  

The Leaves on the Trees 

song 

Review “STEAM 

Sparkles” 

Song: Itsy Bitsy 

Spider 

Review “STEAM 

Sparkles”  

Reread Go Away, Big 

Green Monster 

Review STEAM 

Sparkles, True or False 
jumping game 

Review STEAM Sparkles 
Talk as a group about 
our Mother’s Nature 
Program 

SPIRITUAL: Dear Jesus- Please show me how to spend this day, 

sharing LOVE in every way. Help me to be kind to everyone, to play 

and laugh and have lots of fun; shining your light and giving your 

grace; sharing your JOY with a smile on my face.  

   

*Due to the nature of this class, the lesson plans may change at the last minute to best 
support our little learners.* 


